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hiked sword. But, said he, gold, though unlawful if forming a
part of apparel or mere ornament, may be employed with a
safe conscience in decorating weapons. Many preachers have,
I believe, wasted time and eloquence in attempting to persuade
the ladies to moderation in dress. I would gladly consent to
see them try their chance with a congregation of upper-class
negroes; what might be the result I know not, but certainly
Gabriel and the Wahhabee have both made a complete failure
in this respect. In all other points Djowhar was an excellent
fellow, good-humoured, rather hot-tempered, but tractable and
confiding, like most " people of his skin," in Arab phrase.

The disease he was actually suffering under annoyed him
much, especially as Feysul desired to send him without delay
on a government errand to Bahreyn (where we afterwards met
him), a business which his bad state of health rendered him
wholly unfit for. Thus, bettering his condition might be almost
looked on as a national service. Aboo-'Eysa, an old acquaint-
ance and friend of the chief treasurer's, introduced him, and
placed him in great dignity on a carpet spread in the courtyard,
where, with two or three other individuals of wealth and im-
portance, he seated himself beside the patient, and launched
out into an eulogium of my medical skill which would have re-
quired some qualification if applied to Cullen himself; but it
served wonderfully to encourage Djowhar, and thus predispose
him for a cure.

After ceremonies and coffee, I took my dusky patient into
the consulting room, where by dint of questioning and surmise,
for negroes in general are much less clear and less to the point
than Arabs in their statements, I obtained the requisite eluci-
dation of his case. The malady, though painful, was fortunately
one admitting of simple and efficacious treatment, so that I was
able on the spot to promise him a sensible amendment of con-
dition within a fortnight, and that in three weeks* time he should
be in plight to undertake his journey to Bahreyn. I added
that with so distinguished a personage I could not think of
exacting a bargain and fixing the amount of fees; the requital
of my care should be left to his generosity. He then took
leave, and was re-conducted to his rooms in the palace by his
fellow-blacks of less degree.
' The next individual worthy of note whom we took in hand